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HEADLINES 
 
1. Monitoring a short lived but dangerous cold potential between 
the 4th and the 5th.     
 

2. The next event of any worthwhile winter storm impact potential 
is a low probability approaching the 6th. 
 

Temperature Trends 

 
A short duration pattern change will sweep over the continent this week. 
 
We have gone much of the winter to date without any direct connection to 
the arctic. 
 
The jet flow across the eastern U.S. has been mostly in a west to southwest 
flow regime.  This has kept bitter cold firmly locked up across the high arctic 
latitudes. 
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Well, that is going to change during the Friday / Saturday period of this 
week! 

 
This will usher in a colder than normal temperature regime.   
 
See anomaly map below… 
 
This map is valid for the January 30th through the February 5th period.  It 
shows that the 7 -day anomaly drops into widespread -2 to -5 degree range 
with -7 to -10 degree levels possibly across the far north… 
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We've been advertising this general potential for a while now, but now that it 
is upon us, we are seeing more detail. Contained within there appears to be 
a 2-day span from the 4th into early on the 5th where near or at historic cold 
may make a brief but severe incursion into northern sections of our region – 
mainly from the ~ latitude of NYC and points on north.   
 
See the surface air temperature anomaly below for 7 pm Friday!!!   
 
The map below shows temperature widespread -20 to -35 anomalies as!!!  
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This translates to high temperature readings of 5 F or less on Friday 
afternoon across northern sections.  With even for deeper negative values 
Friday night into early Saturday morning.  While this will a brief incursion of 
extreme cold that drives wind chills into the -20 to -40 degree range across 
portions of the region, and it will impose some risks associated with poorly 
insulated establishments and exposed plumbing. To mention, dangerous wind 
chill values not typically experienced in this part of the country. It would 
also trigger a notable spike in energy consumption at grid scales.  
 
Sometimes these dramatic, short duration cold waves end up proving less 
extreme, but the guidance has been persistently indicating this... from 
multiple different sources.    
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Again, does not last very long... The overwhelming guidance consensus lifts 
the cold vortex you see above into northeast Canada, pulling the cold back 
out of the area.   
 
As seen on the anomaly map below valid for the February 6th through 
February 13th period, the Northeast quickly returns to back to above normal 
levels..  

 

General risk assessments over the next 2 weeks   
 

- We will be monitoring the potential for dangerous cold across an 
approximate 2-day span of time, between the 4th and the 5th of February.  
Temperatures Friday and Saturday afternoon may struggle to reach the single 
digits if the present guidance proves correct.  Friday night may be as low as  
-10 to -20F N-W of middle NJ.   It won't exactly be mild south of there, 
either.  Harsh cold relative to climate would likely impact to some lesser 
degree as far south as D.C./Philly region of the Mid Atlantic.  
 
Further north across eastern and northeastern NY and most of central and 
northern New England, we are looking at lows in the -15 to -30 degree range  
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by daybreak Saturday with 0 to -15 degrees common across southeastern NY 
and most of Southern New England.  Regional wind chill values will run in the 
-20 to -45 degree range early Saturday. 

 

- There are conflicting signals with some guidance indicating a potential 
stronger coastal storm approaching the 6th of Feb.  Other models are 
indicating this would miss/fail to occur.    
 
– Energy consumption at grid scales will run above normal later this week 
before shifting back to below normal this by the middle of next week and 
beyond.             
 

SPECIFIC DISRUPTIVE WEATHER THREATS 

 

 Severe/Tornado 
No perceivable threats  
 

 Winter Weather 
General week of below normal temperatures expected through the 6th.  
 

 Tropical/Hurricane 

No perceivable threats 
 

 Flood 
No perceivable threats   
 

 Heat/Cold Extremes 
Moderate potential for excessive cold Friday through Saturday, February 4th 
and 5th, for regions across upstate NY, and New England.  
 

 Wind 

No perceivable threats 
 

 Power Disruptions 

No perceivable threats   
 

 Widespread inclement concerns.   
Low possibility for winter storm activation approaching the 6th of February. 
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email: john@faxalertweather.com 
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